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“It[ib[d[film about[dhildren,[dot[dxplicitly for[them”,
Jonathan[Miller[dommented[dn[Ris[personal[ddapta[ ]
tion[df Alice’s| M dventures|dp[Wonderland.[The[film[Was
first[broadcasted[dn[BBC[dt[d[Tate[hour,[9:05[p.m.,
on[December[28",[1966.[$uch[fiming[dnd[ttitude
caused[ [ $candal[ ind[hinfriendly[fomments[{n[ the
press[(“a[dravesty”).

Almost[forty[years[]ater[this[ television[fnovie
still[provides[d[fresh[¥iew[dn[¢hildhood[dnd[diream[]
ing.[Te[ib[dot[d[dravesty[But[d[Jery[Ibyal[ddaptation[df
Lewis[Carroll’s[dtory;[for[éxample,[dlmost[d11[df[he BEE A
dialogue[domes[from[ghe[look,[With[dnly[d[flew[im[]
provised[lines[By[some[dctors.[The[isualThnguage[Was[thspired[By[Victorian[ghotog[ ]
raphy[dnd[Pre[Raphaelite[paintings[(and Las[Meninasby[Diego[Velazquez).[Miller
mentions[pphotographs[daken[By[Carroll[dnd[Julia[Margaret[Cameron[ds[inodels.[All
sceneries[ and[3ets[ hre[§uch[that[4[hineteenth[¢entury[ Alice[night[have[$een[hnd
known[ghem.

Concerning[Carroll’'s[hook,[fhe[greatest[¢hange[iks[dhat[We[dee[ho[dnimals[por] |
trayed[in[ghis[pproduction,[dnly[dctors[dnd[dctresses.[Miller[Justifies[dhis[in[This[dudio
commentary[By[daying[dhat[the[dnimal[dames[dould[Be[thterpreted[ds[dicknames[for
persons[ds[Well.[Tt[ib[gossible[do[iHentify[dll[dctors[Who[perform[ih[dhis[hovie.[You[see
Wilfrid[Brambell,[dot[dome[dnonymous[dctor[Who[Wears[d[diganticBunny[suite, Tike
the[dorresponding[dctor(th[Rercy[Stow’s[(1903)[dr[Nick[Willing’s[Mersion[(]1999).[The
animalism[is[left[do[dhe[imagination[¢f[fhe[Viewer.

The[isual[dppearance[dfthis[thovie[ib[dlegant[dnd[sparse.[Tt[i[Black[ dnd[White,
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the[dspect[datio[ib[1.33[:[1,[dudio[drack[thonophonic,[dnd[inost[dfit[has[Been[photo[ ]
graphed[(by[Dick[Bush)[vith[4[9[inillimetre[ide[dngle[lens,[Which[Fives[d[dleep
focus.[$ome[dakes[demind[dne[df[$tanley[Kubrick’s[¥isual[dtyle.[The[deep[focus[dnd
distortion[¢f[ghe[dlose[hips[give[dhe[film[d[durreal[dnd[dream[like[dppearance.

There[Was[dothing[Breudian[th[Ris[donception,[Miller[dssures[ds,[dlthough[thost
critics[have[fiewed[dhe[tovie[ih[deeply[Freudian[derms.[Miller[Was[dot[thterested[ih
Sigmund[Freud[but[William[Wordsworth[ ind[his[View[ df[ ¢hildhood;[ he[ disliked
especially[the[Disney[Jersion[(1951),[dalling[i}[Jabsurd”. Alice[dp[Wonderland[ib[d[Jery
successful[dream[thovie[precisely[Because[it[doesn’t[dim[do[Be[Freudian.[Too[dbvious
Freudianism[has[fuined[inany[dlassical[inovies,[like The[§pellbound[dnd Secret[Beyond
the[Door.[Despite[the[thtentions[dfdhe[filmmakers, Alicep[Wonderland]dan,[df[dourse,
be[4nalyzed[{vith[psychoanalytical[ineans,[#nd[in[§o[doing,[dne[$hould[be[4ble[to
point[dut[$omething new,[hot[3imply[to[identify[the clichés[that[the[filmmakers
inserted[¢r[dvoided.

The[ gssence[ df Hreaming[]s[ taptured[Very[hppositely[ by Miller.[This[novie
reminds[dhe[Yiewer[df[dhe[druly[great[dreamers[df[dhe[dcreen:[Jean[Cocteau[(Orphée)
and[Federico[Fellini[(Ozz0[dkezz0).[The[Brechtian[dlienation[(Verfremdung)dfdhe[dlial |
logue[ Helivery[ ind[ hbrupt[¢hanges[ bf place[ ¢reate[ 4 Very[ Hream[like[ ind[$urreal
atmosphere,[dnd[dhis[deems[do[le[Yery[dlose[do[dhe[deal[dssence[df[dreaming[proper.
Problems[ ind[$ituations[ df[ prdinary[life[ hppear[Hisguised[In[the[Hream[ind[ hew
solutions[dre[hinted[dt.[Wishful[ghinking[dules[th[dhe[kingdom[df[dream:[dote[dspe[ ]
cially[how[dhe[bottle[With[dhe[label [ JDRINKME”[4nd[dhe[dake[With[dhe[Words[JEAT
ME”[dppear[from[dowhere[dnd[How[Unostentatiously[Alice’s[sfze[dhanges:[do[dmazing
trick[ photography,[ dnly[4[ ifferent[lens[ &[dngle[and[$maller[ dr[bigger[furniture.
These[ kinds[ bf[ Fhanges[]llustrate[ the[ psychoanalytic[ finderstanding[ pf Infantile
subjective[dxperience[ds[Tacking[th[dlear[delf tepresentations[df[dny[sdort[dnd[ds[domi[ ]
nated[By[ihadequate[dr[dbsent[differentiation[between[What[i[dhought[dnd[What[ik
real”[(Roy[$chafer, Aspects{df{nternalization,[1h.[92).

Anne[Marie[Mallik[plays[dhe[dentral[dole[df[ Alice.[$he[dppears[father[dxpres]]
sionless,[ hot[ full,[in[fnost[$cenes, [ talking[ {lmost[impatiently[and[harshly[to[ the
Wonderland[¢haracters,[Who[§eem[mostly[fo[have[ dnly[§illy[ things[fo[day[}—[like
adults[in[deal[Tlife.[The[Viewer[dnust[project[feelings[dnto[dhis[&irl.[Her[dnexpressive
performance[{llustrates[the[ uspension[ df] the[ feflective[elf] tepresentations[which
occur[ih[dreams;[When[dreaming,[dne[dsually[i[hot[Jurprised[df[dhe[dbsurd[ideas[df
the[dream[But[dakes[dhem[flor[¢ranted.[The[dialogues[do[hot[desemble[donversation



3

but[ fecitation;[ they[ sound[ nore[like[ Fituals,[ In[ the[ fein[ pf Bertolt[ Brecht.[Aki
Kaurismiki[lhas[{tilized[dhe[dame[dffect[in[fis[dnovies.
The[dest[df[dhe[dast[F[inore[lively[dnd[dxpressive,[¢specially[ghe[Hatter[(Peter
Cook),[but[his[gestures[deem[honchalant[dnd[dut[df[dontext[J—{dhat[H,[fnad.[More
obvious[insanity[dan[lbe[dbserved[in[dthe[daucus] tace[dequence[Which[parodies[High
Church[feligion.[This[dcene[dhows[duite[dercilessly[how[d[¢hild[dan[dxperience[dhe
outward[forms[df{Rypocritical[Worship:[dhaotic,[dmpty,[{erky[destures[dotally[devoid
of[dubstance.[l[guess[Alice[feels[Berself[dn[dutsider|ih[Ber[World,[dnd[[dot[dure[i[she
wants[do[e[d[fnember[¢f[ghat[fussy[ddult[dociety.
Miller[has[interpreted[Alice’s[dtory[duite[dxtensively[ds[d[dritique[df] Victorian
society.[The[Queen[df[Hearts[{Alison[Leggatt)[fesembles[Queen[Victoria,[4nd[the
depiction[dffher[dourt[ibn’t[Very[flattering.[Miller[lets[d[dhild[dee[the[pervasive[ihfan[ ]
tilism[df{the[dndemocratic[Way[df{life.[Alice[ib[like[d[fbreign[dorrespondent[dbserving
this[ihgrained[Ringdom[from[dhe[dutside[(cf. Lezzres[dersanes).[On[dhe[dther[Rand,[dhe
courtroom[dcene[s[dbviously[d[dhildish[deconstruction[based[dipon[hearsay.[ The[det
itself[is[lavish[dnd[durreal[(set[designer[Julia[Trevelyan[(dman),[With[d[janitor[dnd[4
gardener,[#nd[nimal[Yoices[in[the[background.[The[Queen[$ews[her[¢ross[§titch
embroidery[dluring[dhe[drial.
The[dtory[proceeds[Without[Resitation,[But[the[dverall[impression[ib[dot[dhat[df
rushing[dhrough[in[d[hurry,[ds[in[Nick[Willing’s[¥ersion,[for[Instance.[Miller[fnen[]
tions[ghat[ghe[first[fough[dut[Was[20[finutes[[longer,[dnd[Huw[Weldon[inade[lhim
shorten[it[donsiderably[J—[With[favourable[desults.
For[d[dmall[3cale[production,[dhe[dast[[thost[impressive.[Anne[Marie[Mallik[ib
a[perfect[dhoice[fpr[dn[dlienated[Alice.[[Her[dalm[dxpression[darries[dhe[film[from[dhe
first[dake[do[dhe[Tast.[The[White[Rabbit[is[played[By[Wilfrid[Brambell,[Whom[dhany
may[fhowadays[demember[ds[Paul’s[¢lean[grandfather[from A[Hard[Day’s[INight.[$ir
Michael[Redgrave[4s[the[Caterpillar[dnd[John[Bird[4s[the[Frog[Footman[do[dptly
portray[ddults[who[have[hothing[ineaningful[do[day[do[d[dhild.[T.eo[McKern’'s[Ugly
Duchess[is[durely[dne[df[the[thost[themorable[dnd[dxuberant[drag[gerformances[dver
seen[pn[film[before[dnd[dfter[PDame[Edna.[The[Mad[Tea[Party,[Which[k[hosted[by
Peter[Qook[(Hatter),[Michael[(rough[(March[Hare)dnd[WilfredTlawson[(Dormouse),
surely[ {reates[ the[impression[ pf] xhaustive[ timelessness,[Wwhen[ tiddles[ ind[ bther
pastimes[furn[into[dheir[dlire[dpposites:[you[dre[§upposed[do[be[dmused[y[d[diddle
without[dn[dnswer,[dnd[4[dtory[Without[dhe[least[dense[in[ik[( They[lived[dt[dhe[lot[]
tom[¢f[d[Well”).[John[Gielgud[(Mock[Turtle)[dnd[Malcolm[Muggeridge[(Gryphon)
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personify[dld[then[ho[dtill[(pr[finally)[dlorify[their[dncient[dchool[days[dnd[dance[By
the[§ea;[ their[ ¢hildhood[has[ hothing[in[fommon[Ivith[that[ df[ Alice.[Peter| $ellers
brings[quite[d[Ibt[df[dotage[do[Ris[dole[df[dhe[King[df[Hearts,[thcluding[dlapstick[dhat
Miller[dlightly[disapproves[in[his[dommentary.

One[ df] the[inost[dlienating[{and[tefreshing)[factors[in[ this[production[is[the
music.[Miller[dpproached[Ravi[§hankar[dnd[dsked[Rim[do[provide[dhusic[fbor[dhe[film.
So[We[hostly[Bear[the[dnusual[dombination[df[ditar[dnd[dboe[th[d[British[groduction
of{d[lery[British[dlassic.[Miller[thentions[that[the[sound[df[the[sitar[ib[theant[to[thvoke
the[Buzzing[dffthsects[ih[the[Jummer[fature.[Because[df[the[Beatles,[dhe[sound[df[the
sitar[deminds[dne[ifresistibly[df{dhe[dixties,[But[dhe[dnusic[[dtill[dlive[dnd[dxciting.[T
could[pot[imagine[d[happier[film[dcore[for[d[production[like[dhis.

Miller’s Alice[3n[ Wonderland has[been[$een[tarely,[ ind[4[ hew] telease[Is[ most
welcome.[The[British[Film[Institute[has[produced[d[eautiful[digital[dransfer[¢f[dhe
movie[dnd[put[it[dn[DVD.[The[driginal[degative[dppears[do[Be[th[dather[good[dondi[ ]
tion;[some[fhding[dan[Be[doted,[But[dtherwise[do[film[deterioration[ib[dpparent.[Also
video[4rtifacts[dre[Very[few[indeed;[the[¢larity[dnd[$harpness[ df the[image[is[pre[]
served.[The[dudio[drack[ib[dhonophonic[dnd[tdhe[dound[if[dlear[dnd[free[from[Riss[dnd
distortion.[Qne[heeds[d[degion[ 2[dr[degion[free[DVD[player[dnd[d[PAL[{ompatible
equipment[do[Yiew[dhis[dlisk,[Ibut[d[dimilar[delease[for[degion[] [dxists.

The[disk[grovides[some[dxtra[features[ds[Well:[full[length[dudio[dommentary[By
the[dlirector,[dnd[dhe[first Alice[dnovie[dver[inade, Alice[dp[WonderlandBy[Percy[Stow
from[1903.[Althoughlih[d[Bad[dondition,[this[silent[thovie[duns[§[}>[thinutes,[dnd[Has
an[dudio[dommentary[ly[$imon[Brown.[Add[do[dhis[Miller’s[hiography,[pproduction
photographs[dnd[dn[dssay[by[Philip[Kemp.

Carroll[is[hot[dhe[dnly[duthor[dhat[Miller[dsed[in[dhis[production.[At[dhe[dnd,
Alice[§uotes[from[Wordsworth’s[¢de[]Intimations[¢f[Immortality”:

“It[b[dot[how[ds[i[Thath[Been[df[fore;[]—
Turn[Wheresoe’er[I[inay,

By[hight[dr{day,
The[ghings[Which[I[lhave[deen[][how[dan[dee[ho[dnore.”

Due[to[ the[¢fforts[df{ film[drchivists[e[ ¢an[§till[§ee[ Miller’s[Yision[¢learly facie[dd
Jaciem,[from[face[do[flace.

O[Markus[1.8ng[2005-06
Lewis|Carroll[Review[IN°[3}1,[January[2006



